
Preliminary Schedule 2/8/2012   Page 1 

 
 

Preliminary Program for the  

18th SNIP Scientific Conference 

Honolulu, HI 

April 24-28, 2012 

 

SNIP Administrative Meetings 
 

Tuesday, April 24, 2012  

1:00 PM Opening of Conference Office   

3:00 – 4:30 PM SNIP Executive Committee Meeting  

5:00 – 6:30 PM SNIP Meetings Committee Meeting  

7:00 – 9:30 PM SNIP Council Dinner  

 
Wednesday, April 25, 2012  

8:00 – 8:30 AM Society Awards Committee Meeting 

8:30 – 9:15 AM Young Investigator Committee Meeting  

9:15 – 10:00 AM Communications Committee Meeting 

10:00 – 10:45 AM Membership Committee Meeting 

10:45 – 11:30 AM Finance and Audit Committee Meeting 

11:30 – 12:00 PM Elections and Nominating Committee Meeting 

12:00 – 1:00 PM Lunch – on your own 

1:00 – 3:00 PM Council Meeting and Committee Reports 

 

 

Scientific Sessions 
 

Wednesday, April 25, 2012  

 
3:00 PM Registration Opens – (put up Posters for Poster Session I 

5:00 – 8:00 PM POSTER SESSION I – Young Investigators Session  

Please have ALL posters mounted on poster boards before 5:00 PM.  

“A” Posters (1A, 2A, etc.) to be presented from 5–6 PM  

“B” Posters (1B, 2B, etc.) to be presented from 6–7 PM  

“C” Posters (1C, 2C, etc.) to be presented from 7–8 PM  

Please remove all posters after the session 
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5:30 – 7:30 PM Opening Reception 

Please enjoy some appetizers, refreshments, discussion and networking while you 
are attending the Young Investigator Poster Session 

 

Poster Titles listed by assigned Poster Board Numbers (To Be Announced) 
(see Journal of NeuroImmune Pharmacology) 

 

 

Thursday, April 26, 2012  
 

7:00 – 8:00 AM Continental Breakfast  

Reminder - Put up Posters for Poster Session II       

8:00 –  8:15 AM INTRODUCTION TO THE MEETING    
 

Welcome from the Society on NeuroImmune Pharmacology 

8:00 – 8:10 
 

 
8:10 – 8:15 

 Guy A. Cabral, Ph.D. – SNIP President  

(Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine, Richmond, VA ) 
 

Sulie L. Chang, Ph.D. – Chair, SNIP Meetings Committee 

(Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ) 

8:15 – 9:05 AM PLENARY LECTURE I:  Ming D. Li, Ph.D.  
   – University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA                                                   

8:15 – 8:20 Introduction of speaker by Guy A. Cabral, Ph.D. – SNIP President  

8:20 – 9:05 Lecture: “Genetics and Pharmacogenetics of Addiction and Their Implications for 
Personalized Medicine” 

9:10 – 11:30 AM   SYMPOSIUM I:  HIV Latency and HIV Reservoirs in the Post-HAART Era                                                                                                                 

 Session Co-Chairs:  Albert Avila, Ph.D. – National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
Bethesda, MD  

                                 Guy A. Cabral, Ph.D. – Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of Medicine, Richmond, VA   

9:10 – 9:15 

 
9:15 – 9:45 

Introductory Remark: Albert Avila, Ph.D. – National Institute on Drug Abuse,     
                                      Bethesda, MD     

Symposium Lecture: Jonathan Karn, Ph.D.  – Case Western Reserve  
      University, School of Medicine, Cleveland, OH  

 “Distinct Epigenetic Control Mechanisms Regulating HIV Silencing in T-Cells 
and Microglial Cells” 

9:50 – 10:10 AM 
 

Coffee Break 

10:10 – 10:30 Lecture 1: Shweta Hakre, Ph.D. – University of California, San Francisco, CA 

 
“Molecular Characterization and Regulation of HIV Latency at the Epigenetic 
Level” 
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10:35 – 10:55 Lecture 2: David Margolis, Ph.D. – University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, NC   

  
“HIV Latency, Persistence, and Reservoirs: Making Progress Towards an 
ART-less Future”  

11:00 – 11:20 Lecture 3: Patricia Molina, M.D., Ph.D. – Louisiana State University, New 
Orleans, LA 

  
“Systems Approach to Unraveling Mechanisms of Chronic Δ-9-THC 
Modulation of Simian Immunodeficiency Virus Infection” 

11:25 – 11:30 Conclusions: Guy A. Cabral, Ph.D. – Virginia Commonwealth University School  
           of Medicine, Richmond, VA    

11:30 – 12:50 PM 

LUNCH ON YOUR OWN  

– or – 

Meet the Mentors Luncheon 
Hosted by the Young Investigator Committee 

For Young Investigators who are presenting their work at the Conference and who 
have Confirmed their Reservation with the Young Investigator Committee 

 

12:50 – 1:50 PM SNIP Annual Business Meeting 
All Society Members are requested to attend and all attendees welcome 

 
1:50 – 3:50 PM 

 
POSTER SESSION II – General Poster Session  

Please have ALL posters mounted on poster boards BY 2:00 PM.  

Odd numbered posters (T1, T3, etc.) to be presented from 2–3 PM  

Even numbered posters (T2, T4, etc.) to be presented from 3–4 PM  
 

Note: Coffee Break at 3:00 – 3:30 PM during the Poster Session 

 

Poster Titles listed by assigned Poster Board Numbers (To be announced) 
(see Journal of NeuroImmune Pharmacology) 

 
Please remember to take down all posters immediately after the session 

 

3:50 – 6:15 PM SYMPOSIUM II:  Alcohol and NeuroAIDS 

 Session Co-Chairs:  Kendall Bryant, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD 

                                 Changhai Cui, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD 

                                 Yuri Persidsky, Ph.D. – Temple University School of 
Medicine, Philadelphia, PA 

3:50 – 4:00 Introductory Remarks: Abraham P. Bautista, Ph.D. –  National Institute on   
                                        Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD                              

                                        Kendall Bryant, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol   
                                        Abuse and Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD                               

4:00 – 4:30 Symposium Lecture: Adolf Pfefferbaum, M.D. – SRI International, Menlo Park,  
                                          CA 

 “Neuroimaging in HIV Infection and Alcoholism Comorbidity” 
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4:35 – 4:55 Lecture 1: Jon Levine, M.D., Ph.D. – University of California, San Francisco, CA 
 

 “Alcohol and the Pain of AIDS” 

5:00 – 5:20 Lecture 2: Norman Haughey, Ph.D. – Johns Hopkins University School of  
     Medicine, Baltimore, MD 

 
 “Fluid Movements: Neural Membranes and Receptor Trafficking in Alcohol 

and HIV” 

5:25 – 5:45 Lecture 3: Maria Jose Miguez, M.D., Ph.D. – Florida International University 
School of Integrated Science and Health, Miami, FL   

 “The Impact of Alcohol Use on Markers of Inflammation, and Cognitive 
Functioning on Antiretroviral Treated Individuals” 

5:50 – 6:10 Lecture 4: James Haorah, Ph.D. – University of Nebraska Medical Center,  
      Omaha, NE   

 
 “Oxidative Injury and Bio-fuel Imbalance as Unifying Mechanisms for 

Neurological Disorders in Alcohol and NeuroAIDS” 

6:15 – 6:25         Conclusion: Changhai Cui, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
                           Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD 

                      Yuri Persidsky, Ph.D. – Temple University School of Medicine,                   
                     Philadelphia, PA                                                                                                    

 

 
Friday, April 27, 2012 

7:00 – 8:00 AM Continental Breakfast  

8:00 – 10:10 AM SYMPOSIUM III:  Rodent Models of the Interaction of Substances of Abuse  

   and HIV-associated Neurocognitive Disorders  

 Session Co-Chairs:  Abraham P. Bautista, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol   
                                 Abuse and Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD 

 
                            Pooja Jain, Ph.D. – Drexel University College of       

                           Medicine, Philadelphia, PA                      

8:00 – 8:30 Symposium Lecture: Rosemarie Booze, Ph.D. – University of South Carolina,           
                                     Columbia, SC 

 
 “Translational Rodent Models of HIV-Associated Neurocognitive Disorders 

and Psychostimulants” 

8:35 – 8:55 Lecture 1: Michael Vigorito, Ph.D. – Seton Hall University, South Orange, NJ 
 

 “Experience- and Substance-Induced Behavioral Plasticity in the HIV-1 
Transgenic Rat” 

9:00 – 9:20 Lecture 2: David Volsky, Ph.D. –  Columbia University, New York, NY 
 

 “Molecular Markers of Neurocognitive Deficits in People with HAND and Mice 
Infected with Chimeric HIV” 

9:25 – 9:45 Lecture 3: Johnny He, Ph.D. – University of North Texas, Fort Worth, TX 
  “HIV-1 Tat and HIV/NeuroAIDS: From Mechanistic Studies to Biomarker 

Discovery” 

9:50 – 10:10 Lecture 4: Jianuo Liu, M.D., Ph.D. – University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
Omaha, NE 

  “Co-morbid Effects of HIV-1gp120 and Meth on Neuronal Physiology and 
Animal Behavior: Role of Voltage-gated K Channels” 
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10:15 – 10:30 AM Coffee Break 

10:30 – 12:40 AM SYMPOSIUM IV:  Neuroimmunity and Neurodegenerative Diseases 
 Session Co-Chairs:  Phil Peterson, M.D. – University of Minnesota School of 

Medicine, Saint Paul, MN 

                                 Michal Toborek, M.D., Ph.D. – University of Miami School 
of Medicine, Miami, FL 

10:30 – 11:00 Symposium Lecture: Howard Gendelman, M.D. – University of Nebraska   
                                     Medical Center, Omaha, NE 

 
 “Cell-Based Targeted Brain Delivery of Therapeutic Nanoparticles” 

11:05 – 11:25 Lecture 1: Xiaoxia Li, Ph.D. – Lerner Research Institute, Cleveland, OH 
 

 “IL-17-Induced ACT1-Mediated Signaling is Critical for Cuprizone-Induced 
Demyelination” 

11:30 – 11:50 Lecture 2: R. Lee Mosley, Ph.D. – University of Nebraska Medical Center,  
      Omaha, NE  

  “T Cell-Mediated Immunity in Neurodegeneration and Parkinson’s Disease” 

11:55 – 12:15 Lecture 3: Kalipada Pahan, Ph.D. –Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL 

  “Switching Glia from Neuroinflammatory to Neurotrophic in the Nigrostriatum 
of Hemiparkinsonian Monkeys” 

12:20 – 12:40 Lecture 4: Jenny S. Henkel, Ph.D. – Methodist Neurological Institute, Houston,  
                      TX 

  “T Cells Manage the Game in Lou Gehrig’s Disease” 

12:45 – 1:00 PM PICK-UP LUNCHES FOR NIH WORKSHOP 

1:00 –  2:00 PM NIH WORKSHOP:   

 

Session Co-Chairs:  David Shurtleff, Ph.D. – Acting Deputy Director (NIDA/NIH) 

Abraham P. Bautista, Ph.D. – Director, Office of Extramural 
Activities (NIAAA/NIH) 

Jeymohan Joseph, Ph.D. – Chief, HIV Pathogenesis, 
Neuropsychiatry, and Treatment Branch/Division of AIDS 
Research (NIMH/NIH) 

Invited Participants:  

David Shurtleff, Ph.D., Acting Deputy Director (NIDA/NIH) 

Jag Khalsa, Ph.D., Chief, Medical Consequences Branch, Division of Pharmacotherapies and Medical  
      Consequences of Drug Abuse (NIDA/NIH)  

Rao Rapaka, Ph.D., Chief of Chemistry and Physiological Systems Research Branch (NIDA/NIH) 

Diane M. Lawrence, Ph.D., Assoc. Director of AIDS Research Program(NIDA/NIH)  

Albert Avila, Ph.D., Program Director, Division of Basic Neuroscience and Behavioral Research  
       (NIDA/NIH) 

Woody Lin, M.D., Ph.D., Health Scientist Administrator, Div. of Clinical Neuroscience and Behavioral  
       Research (NIDA/NIH)  

Abraham P. Bautista, Ph.D., Director, Office of Extramural Activities (NIAAA/NIH)  

Kendall Bryant, Ph.D., Director, Alcohol and HIV/AIDS Research, OD (NIAAA/NIH)  

Ranga Srinivas, Ph.D., Chief, Extramural Project Review Branch, OEA (NIAAA/NIH)  

Changhai Cui, Ph.D., Program Director, Div. of Neuroscience and Behavior (NIAAA/NIH) 
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Jeymohan Joseph, Ph.D., Chief, HIV Pathogenesis, Neuropsychiatry, and Treatment Branch/Div. of  
      AIDS Research (NIMH/NIH)  

Eduardo A. Montalvo, Ph.D., Scientific Review Officer, AIDS Initial Review Group, Center for  
      Scientific Review (NIH) 

2:00 – 3:30 PM YOUNG INVESTIGATOR’S SYMPOSIUM  

 Session Co-Chairs: 
  Sylvia M. Kiertscher, Ph.D. – David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA,   

          Los Angeles, CA 

   Ranga Srinivas, Ph.D. – National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and   
   Alcoholism, Bethesda, MD 

 
Pre-Doctoral Presentations:  

2:00 – 2:10 Donna C. Davidson – Dept. of Microbiology and Immunology, University of 
Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry, Rochester, NY 

   “Excess Soluble CD40L Contributes to Blood Brain Barrier Permeability in a 
Mouse Model of HIV-Associated Neurocognitive Disorder (HAND)” 

2:15 – 2:25 Jerel A. Fields – Dept. of Cell Biology and Anatomy, University of North Texas 
Health Science Center, Forth Worth, TX 

   “C/EBPβ Regulates Multiple IL-1β-induced Human Astrocyte Inflammatory 
Genes via a P38 Dependent Pathway” 

2:30 – 2:40 Divya Sagar – Dept. of Microbiology and Immunology, Drexel University College 
of Medicine, Philadelphia, PA 

   “Imaging Dendritic Cell Trafficking into the Central Nervous System during 
Steady-State and under Neuroinflammation” 

 

Post-Doctoral Presentations:  

2:45 – 2:55 Sylvia Fitting, Ph.D. – Dept. of Pharmacology and Toxicology, Virginia 
Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA 

   “Morphine Exacerbated Responses to HIV-1 TAT-Dependent 
Synaptodendritic Injury is Mediated by [CA2+]i Stores and ATP Depletion” 

3:00 – 3:10 Jana Ninkovic, Ph.D. – Dept. of Surgery, Division of Basic and Translational 
Research, University of Minnesota School of Medicine, Minneapolis, MN 

  “Chronic Morphine Treatment Differentially Modulates Macrophage 
Phagocytic and Bactericidal Mechanisms Following TLR2 and TLR4 
Activation” 

3:15 – 3:25 Prasanta K. Dash, Ph.D. – Dept. of Pharmacology and Experimental 
Neuroscience, University of Nebraska Medical Center, Omaha, NE 

  “Efficacy and Safety Tests of Long-Acting Nanoformulated Anti-Retroviral 
Drugs in HIV-1 Infected Humanized Mice” 

 
 

   3:30 PM         FREE TIME –  
   YES! – THE AFTERNOON AND EVENING ARE FREE 

 

  7:30 – 9:30 PM         Journal of Neuroimmune Pharmacology Editorial Board Meeting 
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Saturday, April 28, 2012 

 

7:00 – 8:00 AM Continental Breakfast   

8:00 – 8:55 AM PLENARY LECTURE II:  Jeffery Samet, M.D.  
  – Boston University, Boston, MA   

8:00 – 8:05 Introduction of speaker by Sulie L. Chang, Ph.D. – Chair, SNIP Meetings                      
Committee 

8:05 – 8:50 Lecture:  “The Impact of Alcohol and Substance Use on the Prevention and  
     Treatment of HIV/AIDS” 

8:55 – 11:50 AM SYMPOSIUM V:  AIDS and Substances of Abuse - A Global Scenario 

 Session Co-Chairs:  Mahendra Kumar, Ph.D. – Miller School of Medicine, Miami,      
 FL  

                           Pankaj Seth, Ph.D. – National Brain Research Centre, 
                           Manesar, India 

8:55 – 9:15 Lecture 1: Elinore F. McCance-Katz M.D., Ph.D – San Francisco General   
                   Hospital, San Francisco, CA 

  “Blood Alcohol Concentrations in HIV: Effect of Antiretroviral Treatment” 

9:20 – 9:40 Lecture 2: Madhavan P. N. Nair, Ph.D. – Florida International University, Miami,  
                   FL 

  “Drug Abuse and NeuroAIDS in HIV Clades” 

9:45 – 10:00 AM Coffee Break  

10:00 – 10:20 Lecture 3: Brian Wigdahl, Ph.D. – Drexel University College of Medicine,  
                   Philadelphia, PA 

  “HIV-1 Molecular Complexity and Subtype B and C Infection”   

10:25 – 10:45 Lecture 4: Victor Valcour, M.D. – University of California San Francisco, San  
                   Francisco, CA 

  “Defining the Earliest CNS Events of HIV Infection Through International 
Collaborations” 

10:50 – 11:50 Opendra “Bill” Narayan Lecture:  

10:50 – 11:00 Introduction of speaker by  Howard Gendelman, M.D. – Chief Editor of JNIP 

11:00 – 11:40 Lecture: Tony Wyss-Coray, Ph.D – Stanford University Medical Center, 
Stanford, CA 

  “Can Young Blood Make Brains Younger?” 

11:45 – 12:45 PM Lunch on your own  

12:45 – 2:30 PM SYMPOSIUM VI:  NeuroImmune Pharmacology Research in Hawaii  
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 Session Co-Chairs: Linda Chang, M.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, 
                                Honolulu, HI 

                                Woody (Yu) Lin, Ph.D. – National Institute on Drug Abuse,  
                                Bethesda, MD 

12:45 – 12:50 Introductory Remark: Linda Chang, M.D., JABSOM, University of Hawaii,  
                                      Honolulu, HI 

12:50 – 1:00 Lecture 1: Bruce Shiramizu, M.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
  “Exploiting Unique Monocyte Phenotypes for Treatment Strategies for HIV-

Associated Neurocognitive Disorders” 

1:00 – 1:10 Lecture 2: Marilou Andres, Ph.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI  
  “Methamphetamine Inhibits L-type Calcium Channels in SH-SY5Y Cells” 

1:10 – 1:20 Lecture 3: Christine Cloak, Ph.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
  “What is happening in the Brains of Adolescent Marijuana Users?”   

1:20 – 1:30 Lecture 4: Yuanan Lu, Ph.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI  
  “Cell Mediated Novel Gene Therapy for NeuroAIDS” 

1:30 – 1:40 Lecture 5: George King, M.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
  “Cortisol and Behavioral Regulation in Chronic Active Cannabis Users” 

1:40 – 1:50 Lecture 6: Kazuma Nakagawa, M.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii & the 
Queen’s Medical Center, Honolulu, HI 

 
 " Racial Disparities Among Native Hawaiians and Other Pacific Islanders With 

Intracerebral Hemorrhage: Effect of Methamphetamine and Untreated 
Hypertension" 

1:50 – 2:00 Lecture 7: Vivek Nerurkar, Ph.D. – JABSOM, University of Hawaii, Honolulu, HI 
 

 “Immunobiology of WNV-Induced Neuroinflammation” 

2:00 – 2:15 Discussion 

2:15 – 2:30 PM Coffee Break 

2:30 – 4:35 PM SYMPOSIUM VII:  Spice and Bath Salts – An Emerging Health Risk in the 
United States    

 
Session Co-Chairs:  Zhiwei Chen, Ph.D., DVM – The University of Hong Kong 

LKS Faculty of Medicine, Pokfulan, Hong Kong 

                                 Rao Rapaka, Ph.D. – National Institute on Drug Abuse, 
Bethesda, MD 

2:30 – 2:35 Introductory remark: Rao Rapaka, Ph.D. – National Institute on Drug Abuse,   
                                     Bethesda, MD 

2:35 – 3:05 Lecture 1: Aron Lichtman, Ph.D. – Virginia Commonwealth University School of  
                  Medicine, Richmond, VA 

  “Synthetic Marijuana: Pharmacology and Toxicology” 

3:10 – 3:30 Lecture 2: Anu Mahadevan, Ph.D. – Organix, Inc, Boston, MA 
  “Synthetic Cannabinoids as Designer Drugs:  A Structural Overview” 

3:35 – 3:55 Lecture 3: Brian Thomas, Ph.D. –  Research Triangle International, Research     
                  Triangle Park, NC 

 
 “The Surveillance and Detection of Designer Drugs: A New Challenge in 

Substance Abuse and Forensic Sciences” 
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4:00 – 4:20 Lecture 4: Mahmoud ElSohly, Ph.D. – University of Mississippi, Oxford, MS 
 

 “Methylhexylamine, a Stimulant Additive in Some Dietary Supplements: Is It 
Really a Component of Pelargonium oil?” 

4:25 – 4:35 Summary, Discussion and Future Considerations 
  Alexandros Makriyannis, Ph.D. – Northeastern University, Boston, MA                         

Nurulain Zaveri, Ph.D. – Astraea Therapeutics LLC, Mountain View, CA 
  Guigen Li, Ph.D. – Texas Tech, University, Lubbock, TX                 

6:45 – 10:00 PM EVENING BANQUET AND AWARDS CEREMONY 

 
Hosted by Sabita Roy, Ph.D. - Incoming SNIP President  

 
Special Dinner Presentation: Bryan Yamamoto, Ph.D., University of Toledo 

School of Medicine, Toledo, OH  
         

 “Breaking the Ice: Beyond Biogenic Amines” 

 
Meeting Adjourned! 

 

 
☼☼☼ 

 
Sunday, April 29, 2012 – Departure Day 

 
☼☼☼ 

 

Join us for the 
19th SNIP Scientific Conference 

in San Juan, Puerto Rico 
 

(Details to be announced) 
 

April, 2013 
 
 


